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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 2 December 2011

[on the report of the First Committee (A/66/420)]

66/66. Revitalizing the work of the Conference on Disar mament
and taking forward multilateral disarmament negotiations

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 65/93 of 8 December 2010,

Reaffirming the importance of disarmament in strengthening global security
and promoting international stability,

Recognizing that the political will to advance the disarmament agenda has
been strengthened in recent years and that the international political climate is
conducive to the promotion of multilateral disarmament and moving towards the
goal of aworld without nuclear weapons,

Affirming the importance of multilateralism in negotiations in the area of
disarmament and non-proliferation,

Mindful of the continuing importance of the Conference on Disarmament as
the single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, as stated during the first
special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament,

Recalling the past achievements of the Conference on Disarmament in
successfully negotiating arms control and disarmament instruments,

Reiterating its grave concern about the current status of the disarmament
machinery, including the lack of substantive progress in the Conference on
Disarmament for more than a decade, and stressing the need for greater efforts and
flexibility to advance multilateral disarmament negotiations,

Welcoming the efforts by Member States to secure progress in multilateral
disarmament and the support of the Secretary-General for such efforts, and recalling
the high-level meeting on revitalizing the work of the Conference on Disarmament
and taking forward multilateral disarmament negotiations, held in New York on
24 September 2010, and the follow-up plenary meeting of the General Assembly,
held from 27 to 29 July 2011,

Noting with concern that, despite all efforts, the Conference on Disarmament
has not been able to adopt and implement a programme of work during its 2011
session,
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Recognizing the contribution of civil society in the area of disarmament,
non-proliferation and arms control,

Mindful of the Charter of the United Nations, in particular Article 11 of
Chapter 1V concerning the functions and powers of the General Assembly in respect
of disarmament,

1. Welcomes the opportunity provided by the high-level meeting on
revitalizing the work of the Conference on Disarmament and taking forward
multilateral disarmament negotiations, convened at the initiative of the Secretary-
General in New York on 24 September 2010, and the follow-up plenary meeting of
the General Assembly, held from 27 to 29 July 2011, to address the need to advance
multilateral disarmament efforts;

2. Expresses appreciation for the support voiced for the urgent need to
revitalize the work of multilateral disarmament bodies and to advance multilateral
disarmament negotiations;

3.  Notes with appreciation the continuing efforts and suggestions made by
Member States and the Secretary-General with regard to revitalizing the multilateral
disarmament machinery;

4. Calls upon States to intensify efforts aimed at creating an environment
conducive to multilateral disarmament negotiations,

5. Invites States, in the appropriate forums, to explore, consider and
consolidate options, proposals and elements for revitalization of the United Nations
disarmament machinery as awhole, including the Conference on Disarmament;

6. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to adopt and implement a
programme of work to enable it to resume substantive work on its agenda early in
its 2012 session;

7. Recognizes the need to take stock, during the sixty-sixth session of the
General Assembly, of all relevant efforts to take forward multilateral disarmament
negotiations;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-seventh session
the item entitled “Revitalizing the work of the Conference on Disarmament and
taking forward multilateral disarmament negotiations”, to review progress made in
the implementation of the present resolution and, if necessary, to further explore
options for taking forward multilateral disarmament negotiations.
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